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Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth? Can anything good come out 

of this pandemic? Can anything good 

come out of the events in Washington 

D.C. on January 6
th
? These and similar 

questions go through our minds. Too 

often, I respond in a knee jerk fashion – 

and sometimes that knee-jerk response 

does more harm. If I had waited, if I 

had pondered like Mary the Mother of 

Jesus did, perhaps I wouldn’t have inflicted more hurt in a volatile situation. We 

need to hear what Jesus says: Come and see. 

Come and see. Wait and think. Discern what is really going on- and perhaps even 

seek the reasons for the actions before we assume we know everything.  

Obviously for us, good can and did come out of Nazareth. If that was not so, we 

would not be here on a Sunday morning worshiping Jesus as Lord and Savior. It 

has not been painless getting to this point, however. But the love and message of 

Jesus to the world continue to shine through even though it has sometimes been 

distorted or used in evil ways. We need open ears and hearts and minds to see 

through the chatter and hateful messages that are too often prevalent.  

Many years ago, when I was struggling with what appeared to be contradictory 

statements in the Bible about an issue I deeply cared about, a wise person told me 

to focus on the Gospels. That I needed to consider the issue before me from the 

perspective of what Jesus said in the Gospels. That while Paul and other writers are 

important, and we need to pay attention to what they have to say, the Gospels are 

foundational. Jesus, in the Gospels, gives us truth: love neighbor and love God.  

Can any good come out of Nazareth? Yes. 

Therefore, good can come out of this pandemic. Yes. We’re still in the middle of it, 

so not everything is clear. And far too many people have died. But I suspect 

looking back at this time we will find some silver linings. One might be that “the 

church” survived what could have been a death knell. We have found ways to be 

together and we have learned new technologies. We have found ways to say 

church matters. Do I necessarily like all the changes – absolutely not! I long for the 

time when we can re-gather in full in person. I long for the days when we can 

shake hands or hug or receive Communion from each other. But expanding our 

reach through live-streaming and other technologies is here to say. Technology has 
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enabled us to reach out in new and different ways to new people. Church still 

matters. 

I suspect another good that will come out of the pandemic is the way government 

and companies worked together to bring us the vaccine in record time. Is it perfect? 

No. Will some people not respond well – and even die. Yes. But for most of us the 

vaccine is another step on the road to recovery. Another example of shared 

commitment leading to benefits for all. Although no one phrased it this way, for 

me the development and implementation of the vaccine evidence a love for each 

other and care for our well-being.  

Can anything good come out of the events of January 6
th

 at the Capitol. This is a 

harder one. And it’s not to lessen the pain or loss of those who died or were 

injured. It’s not to lessen the violation of sacred space felt by so many. It’s not to 

lessen the disappointment and discouragement at deep, deep divisions in values 

between and among us.  

I do wonder, though, when we get to look back a year from now- or two or five 

years from now – if we will be able to see something pivot from that date and 

event that is good. Right now, it is too raw. It is too unsettled. There are, perhaps, 

too many knee-jerk reactions. 

For now, then, Come and see. Come and see the Jesus that loves us. The Jesus that 

will never let go of us. The Jesus that supports us when we are afraid and 

uncertain. Come and see. Amen.  

 


