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 “My soul magnifies the Lord.” So begins the Song 

of Mary following the visit of the Angel Gabriel. 

Look carefully at the text from Luke and think 

about what your reaction would be if you were 

visited by an angel. Would responding in such joy 

be your first inclination? 

 

I know mine would not. It seems, when we read the 

text carefully, that it was not Mary’s either. After 

all, she was perplexed by the greeting. We read that 

she pondered what sort of greeting this was: 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 

 

What does it mean for an angel to call you favored one? What will it take for us to believe that 

God does favor us? Today, we echo a bit of this greeting when the celebrant says “the Lord be 

with you” and you respond “And also with you.” But do we really believe it, deep down in our 

heart of hearts? Do we believe it only when we do good? What about when we do something we 

know is wrong? Does knowing God favors us help us turn back to God and repent of the sin or 

the wrong we have committed? God favoring us doesn’t let us off the hook. God favors us and 

expects us to respond in kind. To love as God has loved us. To repent of our sins and turn back 

to God as the source of light and life.  

 

And then we’re told that she pondered what this greeting meant. Several times in the gospels we 

are told that Mary pondered or treasured in her heart something that had happened. This time 

when the angel appears and tells her of her future. And at the birth of Jesus when the shepherds 

and the angels come and celebrate that birth. And again, when Jesus was 12 and stayed behind at 

the Temple. When Mary, Joseph and Jesus were reunited, Jesus tells his earthly parents that 

should not be surprised that he had stayed to learn and interact with the teachers. Mary again 

treasures what Jesus said in her heart. 

 

Mary offers us a way forward when things don’t make sense. She was quiet and thoughtful. She 

wondered what was meant. She was faithful even when she didn’t understand. She didn’t reject 

what seemed to be nonsense or patently false. She didn’t raise a ruckus “no, that can’t be true.” 

Rather, she stepped forth in that faith to do what God had asked of her. “Here am I. Let it be unto 

me according to your will.”  

 

Mary – and we – often don’t understand fully, or we don’t have all the facts to arrive at an 

answer. We can, however, rest assured that, like Mary, God is with us. We can rest assured that 

pondering, wondering, waiting, thinking about what is God’s will in any particular situation will 

lead to a faith-filled response. Here am I, Lord; do with me as you will. Give me faith. For 

nothing with God is impossible.  
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