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Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ! If you are seeking a church home, we 
hope you will consider St. John’s. Contact us for more information. Know 
God’s presence in this place.  
 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, we are committed to serving the community with the 
love and justice of Jesus Christ. 
 
During this time of pandemic, our worship is a bit different. We ask that at 
the Peace, you remain in your pew and simply turn and acknowledge those 

around you by a nod, wave or similar gesture of respect. To help prevent the spread of the virus, we are 
refraining from congregational and choral singing. We realize that music is an integral part of our 
worship experience; we hope to be able to sing as the body of Christ in the future. In the meantime, we 
appreciate the music offered by Jerilyn Yerkes, our organist, and others who present a music ministry.  

 
Children of all ages are welcome at our services. 
 
 
 

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as the 
people of God. One of the glories of the Episcopal Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to the 
patterns, forms, words, and actions through which public worship is conducted. The people’s responses 
are in bold. This type of note, offering directions about the service is called a “rubric,” which comes from 
the Latin word rubrica (red)—referring to a time when these instructional notes were always written in 
red. 
 
We are committed to God, to our church, and to each other as a family in Christ, providing and 
cherishing spiritual growth and living our faith in the community. 
 
 
Let us pray: God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you 

provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to 

live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal 

neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, 

unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be 

restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop of Indianapolis 

The Rev. Jan Oller, Rector 

The Rev. Bill Wieland, Priest Associate 

Ms. Jerilyn Yerkes, Organist & Choirmaster 

212 S. Green St., Crawfordsville, IN 47933             (765) 362-2331 

www.stjohnscville.org              www.facebook.com/stjohnscville 

Email: rector@stjohnscville.org 

 

http://www.stjohnscville.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnscville
mailto:rector@stjohnscville.org
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Prelude “Sleepers Wake” - Anderson  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
1
 

Reader: “in that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, „Do not be afraid; for see- I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people‟” (Luke 2: 8-10) 

 

Reader: Today we remember the shepherds, the workers for the common good, steadfast 

watchmen isolated and alone, far from the warmth of home, doing the job no one wants. And yet 

God saw them, God valued them, and God declared the greatest news of all to them alone. 

 

People: Today we give thanks for the shepherds among us, back-breaking laborers on 

whom our economy stands, those we overlook or rarely see, yet rely upon for our very 

survival, the ones who have much to teach us about watching for God in the darkness. 

 

Reader: On this second Sunday in Advent, we light the second candle as a symbol of the 

shepherds, agents of the gospel and redeemers of the world (Light two purple candles). 

 

The people standing, the Celebrant says Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 

 

The Collect for Purity  
This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before the 
Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Episcopal worship to this day. 

All say Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

   Holy God, 

               Holy and Mighty, 

               Holy Immortal One, 

               Have mercy upon us. 

The Word of God 

The Collect for the Sunday 

 The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or captures the theme of the day or 
season of the Church year. It summarizes the attributes of God as revealed in the scriptures for the day. 

The Priest says    The Lord be with you. 

People                 And also with you. 

                                                           
1
 Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy – Copyright 2007, Amy C. Wake. Published by Discipleship Ministries, PO Box 34003, Nashville TN. Used with 

permission. Website: www.umcworship.org. 
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Priest  Let us pray. Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and 

forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Reading:  2 Peter (3:8-15a) 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 

slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But 

the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 

and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will 

be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 

leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 

melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 

earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at 

peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

 People: Thanks be to God 

 

The Psalm – Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

The psalms are prayers that Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and 

one another. Please say out loud the portions in bold font. Please stand and read the portion in bold font.  

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 
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13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

Interlude Music “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  

The Gospel 

This reading is taken from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), which depict the 
life, teachings, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel 
reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark (1: 1-8) 

 People Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 

prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

„Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,‟” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. Now John was clothed with camel‟s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 

he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Priest  The Gospel of our Lord 

 People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The Homily 

The Nicene Creed  

The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea 
in 325 ad and confirmed in 381ad, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist and reflects what 
Christians believe regarding the relationship between the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit: The Holy 
Trinity 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 
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    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People
2
  

 

O God, you never sleep but always watch with infinite care over your children. Keep us 

from growing weary of waiting for your love, lest we miss the glory of your appearing. O 

                                                           
2
  The prayers for Advent are adapted from Flames of the Spirit, Ruth Duck, ed. (New York: Pilgrim Press, 1985), 14. 
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Christ, bright morning star, awaken us to live today as children of the light. Even so, come 

quickly to our lives and our world. (silence) 

 

Compassionate God, we pray for the church, for all nations and all in authority, for the welfare of 

the world and all who suffer, grieve, or otherwise are feeling lost and alone. (Parish Prayer List). 

We pray also for all those who have died. (silence) 

 

God of Advent, we live in the promise that you will fulfill your will for earth. Yet nations 

are in chaos and our lives in turmoil. Gather us together to begin our watch for the coming 

of your Promised One. Lead us through the chaos by a watchful heeding spirit. In the name 

of the One who is to come, we pray. (silence) 

 

Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 

obtain effectually, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The Confession & Absolution  

Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution), and showing signs of peace to one another 
prepare us to receive Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

The Celebrant says Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest says  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
During this time of COVID-19, we ask that you refrain from shaking hands hugging or leaving your pew. Please 

stand, turn and acknowledge those sitting around you with a wave, a nod or similar sign of peace.  

Priest The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you.  

The Blessing and the Dismissal 
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May God who seeks the lost keep you; may God who brings back the wandering heart uphold 

you; may God who binds up the injured heal you; may God who strengthens the weak empower 

you, now and forever. And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you this day 

and forevermore. Amen.
3
 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” - Powell 

Announcements 

Tuesdays: 4p – Prayer Group (Zoom) 

Wednesdays: 9am – Bible Study (Whitlock Hall) 

Saturday: All day – Rev. Jan/Executive Council 

 

Serving Today: 

Organist: Jerilyn Yerkes 

Videographer: Marie Stocks 

Lector: 8a –  Kitty Haffner; 10:30a – Christopher Short 

Crucifer: Jeff Burd 

Greeters: Susan and Brian Albrecht 

Altar Guild: Sheila Evans and Jessica Short 

Counters: Jim Gary and John Roberts 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Jim and Kathy Gary 

 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENCE with license #M-401043. All 

rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with St. John’s Episcopal Church. The work of the Church in service to the city, 

the nation, and the world is made possible entirely through private support. The gifts of people are 

behind every worship service, public program, and the daily work of maintaining this historic landmark. It 

is only through your generosity that we can fully live into its priorities of welcoming, deepening, 

convening, and serving. We invite you to support our mission and ministry. You may give by depositing 

your gift into the basket for that purpose, by online giving at: https://onrealm.org/indydio/-

/give/covid19 (choose St. John’s Crawfordsville in the memo line) or by mailing your gift to: St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, PO Box 445, Crawfordsville IN 47933. Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing. 

 

                                                           
3
 Feasting on the Word (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press). 

https://onrealm.org/indydio/-/give/covid19
https://onrealm.org/indydio/-/give/covid19

