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"Love That Is Worth the Cost" 

It’s always refreshing when Jesus says something easy to understand and practical.  

And that is why I am grateful for today’s Gospel.  

It’s not a pleasant Gospel, of course. But something doesn’t have to be pleasant to be easy to 

understand. And while we’ve come up with all kinds of metaphors about “taking up your cross and 

following,” Jesus’ point here is literal: he is about to go die, and if his disciples follow him, they are at 

risk of dying too, so they’d better be OK with that before they decide to follow.  

Peter, naturally, doesn’t want to hear it. And who can blame him? It would be much more pleasant 

indeed to believe that the Roman Empire would simply roll over in submission when Jesus marched into 

Jerusalem; that the religious authorities who had opposed Jesus at every turn would finally, miraculously 

see the light and fall in line; that a man who taught nonviolence could overturn the evils of his day 

without having violence done to him.  

More pleasant indeed – and, of course, far less realistic. But Peter would prefer not to know that part. 

He would prefer to believe that peace, joy, and life everlasting can be bought without cost. That he can 

gain the world and keep his life too.  

And in that, Peter is very much like us. Let me tell you a story. The author Stephen Boyd, who wrote a 

very important book called The Men We Long to Be, writes about his experiences in a men’s group with 

several men who were in the prime of their careers. One of the group members was a man who had 

worked tirelessly for years climbing the ladder at his corporate law firm. A sixty hour week was a “light” 

week for him; he volunteered for every extra project, gave up weekends whenever his bosses asked him 

to, and researched every case to death – all so that he could one day be a partner at his law firm. It was 

hard, of course; and he missed the time he lost with his wife and son. But this was all for them, he told 

himself; it was all to provide the best life he possibly could for the people he loved the most.  

Finally, one day he got the news he had dreamed for decades: his bosses called him in, slapped him on 

the back, and announced that he was the firm’s newest partner. That night he took his wife out to 

dinner at the fanciest restaurant in town to tell her the good news. But instead of a smile, she let out a 

sigh of disappointment.  

As you might expect, the conversation went downhill from there.  

Over the course of that long and painful dinner and the weeks afterward, it became clear to that man 

that his family had all but crumbled to dust in those long hours he had spent at the office. He had 

thought he was pulling those long hours to express his love for his wife; but his decades of “sorry, 

honey, I can’t”s and “Maybe next weekend”s had made her doubt whether he loved her at all. He 

learned that the sullen silence of his teenage son wasn’t the normal reticence of teenagers to open up 

to their parents. It was an expression of rage at the father whom he felt utterly abandoned by.  

As he finished telling that story in the men’s group, he put his hands into his face, and cried for the first 

time in years.  

The point of this story is not that you can’t be a partner at a law firm and have a strong family life – 

obviously, there are people who do both. It’s that he wasn’t able to balance them because he preferred 
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to ignore the costs they both carried. He assumed that his family would always be there, that he would 

be able to make up for lost time, and so he always chose the seemingly-urgent requirements of his job 

over what he himself said was more important: time spent loving his wife and son.  

And what does it profit a man to gain the whole professional world if he forfeits his family life?  

Sometimes the choices we face are as stark as those faced by Peter and the disciples; if nothing else, this 

spring and summer have reminded us just how inescapable risk and danger are. But for the most part, 

our lives are more like that of Stephen Boyd’s workaholic lawyer acquaintance – we make our small 

choices every day, and their consequences don’t become apparent until weeks or months or years later.  

And that makes Jesus’ words all the more important for us. Not because we are likely to be tortured and 

executed for our faith, thank God, but because being very clear about the cost of following Jesus is the 

best way not to abandon his path when things get tough.  

How important is loving our neighbor? Will we love them only when it is convenient for us, or when it 

will cost us something? How important is standing up for what we believe in? Will we speak up only 

when we aren’t afraid of being judged, or will we sacrifice our comfort to say something that others 

might prefer not to hear? Can we show love and respect in all our relationships, or do we leave them to 

wither when more urgent demands call? Do we value eternal life in Christ enough to be willing to 

sacrifice anything in this life – even life itself – to attain it?  

They are not pleasant questions. And when we are stressed, they may even be unwelcome questions. 

But they are important all the same, because they have the power to bring us new life.  

They did for Stephen Boyd’s prayer group partner.  

You see, after that long and painful realization that his behaviors and his values were drastically out of 

line, his life got better. He and his wife had separated in the aftermath of that fight at the restaurant; 

but they both made reconciling a priority, and they wound up with a happier marriage than they had 

ever had before. Slowly, painstakingly, he regained his relationship with his son. And he felt a peace that 

he hadn’t known in years. All because one painful, fateful day push came to shove, and he was forced to 

get very clear about what he really valued, and what costs he was willing to pay.  

The good news for us is that we don’t have to wait until the moment of crisis to have that kind of clarity. 

Jesus’ bracing but practical words are here for us every day of our lives. “Do you want to save your life? 

Then give it to me, the Lord going up to be crucified; lose your life for my sake, and you will save it and 

find it richer than ever before. There is nothing that can substitute for the new life I bring; and once you 

have it, there is no loss that can undo you.”  

My friends, every day of your life Jesus is making you this offer: to choose him, and the way of the cross, 

which to those who do not walk it looks painful and uninviting, but those who travel it find that it 

becomes sweet and restful, and full of a peace that passes all understanding, in which all else that we 

love is not lost, but transformed and perfected by the One whose love is always worth the cost.  

Beloved, choose well.  

—Rev. Ben Wyatt | August 30th, 2020 


