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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of 

our hearts be acceptable to you, O LORD, my 

rock and my redeemer (Ps. 19:14). 

 

If Jesus were to appear here at St. John’s, what 

tables would he overturn? It’s a hard question 

right now in the midst of this pandemic with its 

several restrictions on gatherings and with some 

people not coming in person because they are 

concerned about their health.  

 

Even so, some of us continue to gather in person 

and others have shifted to watching online. And I 

suspect some have stopped coming and are not 

watching either. Perhaps we aren’t perceived as 

relevant to their lives. So maybe one table Jesus might overturn is complacency about the place 

of the church in our society as a whole. What do we need to do and to be in order to be relevant 

to people in this day and time?  

 

I’m reminded of a plaint said by someone who retired after 40+ years with a company and who 

had been lauded as integral to the company’s success. He retired, had a nice lunch, but within a 

couple of months, everything was going along swimmingly without him. It really did appear that 

he was not integral. And he lost his sense of who he was and his place in the world when he was 

no longer integral to that company. And within a year he died. In our world today, which has 

changed so radically in this last year, what is our identity? Who and what do we hold onto as the 

core of our being? What gives us meaning? 

 

Order, rhythm, structure. Those concepts underlie our scripture readings this morning. The 

readings help us learn the truths God’s word imparts and to so take God’s word into our hearts 

that our actions and the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts become so 

ingrained in our very being that we act without having to stop and consciously think about the 

truths of our relationships with God and with neighbor. 

 

Jesus’ cleansing of the temple is a reminder that we need to consider our usual practices in light 

of God’s redeeming love for us. One common reflection on this passage in the Gospel of John is 

that Jesus opposed the money lenders because they overcharged people coming to the Temple 

who needed to exchange their ordinary money for Temple money. Since ordinary money was 

minted by the Roman Empire, it was unclean and thus could not enter the Temple. Thus, the 

exchange was necessary for the person to purchase a sacrificial animal, enter the Temple and 

receive God’s blessing. 

 

Another reflection on this passage is that Jesus was reminding the people that the system of 

animal and grain sacrifice was no longer necessary.
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human flesh- Jesus says the Temple is no longer necessary as the place where God resides. God 

is in the world and nothing more is needed in terms of building or a sacrificial system that uses 

animals or grains. For us, the idea that God resides in a specific place and only in that place may 

seem strange. For us, the idea of having to go up to Jerusalem (or fill in the location) to meet 

religious obligations seems strange. But for the people of the time, that was how they understood 

God and their obligations to God. 

 

In this as in so many other ways, Jesus upsets the apple cart and essentially says “look, there is a 

new way. I am God in the flesh. Open your eyes. Those that have ears, listen.” And using 

contemporary language: “Think outside the box.” What matters most is your relationship with 

God: I am the Lord your God. Have no other gods besides me. What matters second is your 

relationship with all of creation: Honor your mother and father. Do not murder. Do not commit 

adultery. Do not covet or steal or bear false witness. Do these things and you will live a life that 

is in accord with God’s love for you and this life will free you to be the best that you can be.  

 

You may have heard it before, and it is worth remembering. When you arrive in heaven, God 

will not ask you why you were not more like Andrew or James or John or anyone other than you. 

God will ask you why you were not more like you. God wants us to develop into persons who 

live fully into the person that God has created us to be. And each of us is different- with different 

gifts and talents that will take us our whole life to discover and live into. We need all our energy 

and focus to develop into what God has created us to be. Living our lives coveting what others 

has, or stealing from them – or any other sin- is a waste of the love God has graciously and 

endlessly bestowed upon us.  

 

In Psalm 19 (v.7-8), we are reminded: 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

   reviving the soul; 

the decrees of the LORD are sure, 

   making wise the simple;  

 the precepts of the LORD are right, 

   rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the LORD is clear, 

   enlightening the eyes;  

 

Frederick Buechner wrote:  

Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery that it is. In the boredom and pain of 

it, no less than the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and 

hidden heart of it, because in the last analysis all moments are key moments and life itself 

is grace. 

 

It is imperative for our life as Christians that we remember that God’s teachings are designed to 

help us live into the person that God wishes us to be. We are capable of living a fuller and more 

fruitful life when we love God and love neighbor. So, too, for the church. When the church 

focuses on loving God and loving neighbor, the church becomes what it is most possible: a 

community that spreads the gospel to all with whom we come into contact. And when the church 

is at its best, we can meet in person or we can watch via livestream of some other way of 
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connecting. The church, though, helps us connect with each other. It, at its best, helps feed us 

spiritually. The church offers us a resting place where we are valued for who we are rather than 

what we can buy or where we live or what we drive. Life itself is grace through the love of God 

in Jesus Christ. Maybe the table Jesus most often overturns is the one that keeps us distant from 

God, distracted by the world into forgetting the one who gave us life.  

 

I suspect it doesn’t matter really to God whether we meet in person or via livestream. What 

matters to God is that we are in relationship with God, living our life of grace, secure in the love 

that surrounds us at all time and in all places. In the words of William Watkins Reid: 

Help us, O Lord, to live 

the faith which we proclaim, 

that all our thoughts and words and deeds 

may glorify thy name.
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Amen. 
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